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Objective and Rationale:  
Regeneration and change have become the rationale for mega events, the 
basis for their legacy. The concept of legacy however has tended to stress 
physical improvements in terms of the stadia, parks and housing built for 
a single event and of strategies to redirect investment and growth. This is 
a necessary condition but also a narrow, self-limiting definition of a city’s 
assets: just as regeneration extends to wider social and behavioral 
concerns, so should legacy capitalize on the knowledge acquired by 
preparing the Games to tackle other challenges.  
 
The Commonwealth Games are a unique opportunity for the host to 
embrace a vision of a better, smarter and more inclusive society, calling 
for ongoing measures to improve human and social capital – knowledge 
and the ability to use it. This is exactly the common mission of 
universities: to educate, to increase knowledge, and to show how it can be 
applied to solve problems.  The impact of the Games on society extends 
beyond the limited number of cities hosting a mega-event. A network to 
link universities and host cities, to be launched in Glasgow, will make the 
aspirations of legacy - helping to deliver change - more achievable 
globally.  Education and cities together embody the ideal of the common 
wealth in the 21st century. 
 
Glasgow will host the Commonwealth Games in 2014, the ninth in the 
series since 1978 when the contemporary title was introduced. Previous 
hosts have been Edmonton (1978), Brisbane (1982), Edinburgh (1986), 
Auckland (1990), Victoria, BC (1994), Kuala Lumpur (1998), 
Manchester (2002), Melbourne (2006), and Delhi (2010); the 2018 games 
will be held on the Gold Coast of Australia. The University of Glasgow 
will convene an international conference in October 2014 bringing 
together representatives from nine other Commonwealth Games cities 
and one or more leading university in each.  
 
A conference in 2014 will focus on how universities and cities, globally, 
can help build and sustain a legacy from the Commonwealth Games in 
three ways:  
 



1. through links among universities and cities which foster 
international exchange and collaborative research, building 
networks;  
 

2. through the study of topics related to the Games and their legacy in  
among others: public health, law, community development, project 
management and partnership working, exercise and sports science, 
local economic development, the social sciences and humanities, 
engineering, architecture and design; and  

 
3. through projects that strengthen the contribution of universities to 

community development and the public realm, and improve the 
exchange of ideas and knowledge between universities and the 
civic and wider non-academic communities (see Annex 2). 

 
The conference will lead to an association or network of universities in 
cities that host the Commonwealth Games to sustain co-operation based 
on joint projects and research and the exchange of experience about 
legacy activities broadly defined. Several institutions in cities which have 
hosted the Commonwealth Games are also members of the U-21 Network 
which is already important in the University’s internationalization 
agenda: Edinburgh, Brisbane, UBC, Melbourne, Auckland, Delhi and 
Glasgow.  The Commonwealth can break new ground by supporting this 
novel and timely way to stress the civic, social and economic role of 
cities in a highly urbanized world, as well as the importance of cities and 
universities in the global economy. In 2013, UNESCO will launch a 
global learning-city network. A network of Commonwealth Games Cities 
and Universities, a pioneering global learning city network, will be 
enriched as it grows every four years. Its distinctive feature and purpose 
will be to assure that the legacy of the Commonwealth Games enriches 
the common wealth of humanity, its store of knowledge, together with the 
means to transmit it and to apply it.  
 
The Conference will be held in October 2014, after the Commonwealth 
Games (23 July – 3 August 2014).  A preliminary meeting will be 
organized for 10-11 September 2013 as a focused workshop to raise 
interest and visibility, settle on legacy network objectives, explore 
conference themes (especially those with a multidisciplinary dimension), 
and refine the conference agenda and its follow-up. 
 
Themes: 
The 2014 Conference is about how universities contribute to urban 
development and can co-operate better with each other and with cities. 



The meeting should open the way for universities and cities to develop 
projects for research and its applications. The concept of legacy, multi-
faceted and sometimes contested, is evolving: universities in cities which 
have hosted Games in the past may not have been so involved with 
community and urban problems for which there are no simple solutions. 
The proposed network of cities and universities will focus on the 
challenges of delivering change which is a universal, ongoing enterprise, 
engaging universities in stronger networks of co-operation, drawing more 
diverse constituencies into universities for full-time study or life-long 
learning, and connecting innovation to metropolitan and national 
development.  This initiative should strengthen:  

• multi-disciplinary research;  
• the capacity to learn from experience and the infrastructure for 

knowledge exchange; and 
• international co-operation. 

 
Conference work streams and public sessions can be organized along 
three thematic lines: 
 
First, the global reach of the Commonwealth Games – and of the best 
institutions of higher education - mirrors the international dimension of 
today’s problems and of the working methods to solve them. University-
based research and knowledge can be applied to the solution of many 
larger social and environmental problems, covering health care, water and 
energy, construction, and education itself, to name a few, and to the 
policy frameworks that set objectives.  Solutions – including in the way 
universities engage with cities and communities locally and abroad – can 
be adapted to many different contexts.  
 
Second, the concept of common wealth embraces social inclusion, 
lifelong learning and democratic participation. The purpose of cities, 
both ancient and modern, is to help people develop their own potential. 
Universities are leading the way, not least through developing a virtual 
presence or digital role that complements their physical campuses, where 
sport, science, the performing arts, among other endeavors, offer greater 
opportunities to engage with different publics and still set high standards 
of excellence. These challenges are all the more crucial as the societal 
cost of years of recession becomes clear, making urgent the task of 
encouraging a generation of young people to complete their education 
and to improve not only their skills, but their capacity to learn. The 
OECD’s PIAAC comparative study on adult education, to be released on 
2 October 2013, underscores these imperatives. 
 



Third, innovation and its diffusion help connect higher education to 
metropolitan and national development. Whether generated locally or 
elsewhere, innovation is the source of change and growth. Universities 
export knowledge, returning significant economic benefits. They also 
import knowledge, which is equally important: productivity is higher in 
places where innovations are more accessible.  Cities play a key role in 
both national and regional economic development: the agglomeration 
benefits that come from proximity, mobility and location have actually 
intensified in the digital era.  The potential for university-based 
innovation and its diffusion is enhanced by these same economic and 
knowledge-based processes, shaping strategic goals for universities, and 
not least Glasgow. 
 
Participation: 
The 2014 conference will be a high-level event, the launch of a global 
network which can redefine the concept of legacy for cities and countries 
hosting mega-events for the foreseeable future.   This will also be an 
opportunity for universities and civic authorities from around the world to 
improve upon or build partnerships. The significance of this conference 
will draw the attention of the media.  University leaders and senior 
academics in fields of relevant research; political civic and municipal 
leaders; and national ministers of sport, education, research and economic 
development should attend (along with their senior public servants). 
Expert sessions should draw the growing community of scholars whose 
interests intersect with one or more of the conference themes, or focus on 
better understanding of mega-events in a multi-cultural, urban world.  
 
Participation will not be restricted to cities and universities in the core 
group of ten hosting Commonwealth Games. All Commonwealth 
countries should be invited to attend and participate and supported 
through collaboration with Universitas 21 and the Association of 
Commonwealth Universities. Stakeholders and interested parties could 
also come from charitable foundations, industry, the international 
Olympic movement, or other global federations such as FIFA or the 
International Chamber of Commerce, among others.  
 


