
 

ANNOUNCEMENT First International Conference of the International 

Legacy Network: Glasgow 2014: Legacy, Partnership, Regeneration?  

October 14-16 2015, Mitchell Library, Glasgow. 

Governments around the world champion mega-events for the benefits they bring to 
host cities, benefits often described as legacies.  Success depends on a long-term vision 
for regeneration and development that goes beyond physical infrastructure to include 
culture, health, education, safety, the environment and other dimensions of urban well-
being.  Although legacy is contested, difficult to quantify and evaluate, there has been a 
significant growth in research that coincides with the demand to plan, partner and 
implement better. Legacy objectives do not end when the games are over.  Cities that 
have hosted events, as well as governments considering bidding for mega-events share 
an interest in securing lasting multi-dimensional legacy as the pre-requisite for 
successful, sustainable projects.  
 
The first International Conference to bring practitioners, researchers, city leaders, host 
city communities and the business sector together will be held in Glasgow, 14-16 
October 2015, a year after the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow. The international 
legacy network is an initiative of the University of Glasgow in partnership between 
Glasgow Life, the City of Glasgow Council, and the city's three universities. 
 

Key Themes:  
1. What is legacy, how should host cities, governments and researchers evaluate its multiple 
dimensions? 
2. What are the legacy impacts on the local community and how can legacy be best shared 

locally? Is there or can there be a sports/activity legacy and how would we know? What are the 

business and economic legacies?  

3. What are the wider learning lessons for cities, games delivery and legacy evaluation? What 

does it tell us about city regeneration activities? To what extent can we achieve social, physical, 

environmental, educational, and other such legacies?    

4. What worked, what did not and why? How unique is any event city and how does it sustain 

legacy momentum after the festival? What lessons and knowledge can be shared for other bids 

and established future events?  

5. What lessons can we draw from the Para Sport aspects of Glasgow 2014? 

6. What legacy lessons are there from Glasgow’s bidding experience? 

We invite ideas for individual sessions (1 hour 45 min duration) and paper abstracts. 

Send them to Emma.Smith.2@Glasgow.ac.uk. These should be submitted by the end of 

April 2015. If you would like to be sent further information as it is available regarding 

the conference or to discuss further these or any other conference matters, please 

contact Emma or Ken Gibb at Ken.Gibb@Glasgow.ac.uk. The conference website will go 

live during March 2015, along with further information on the emerging programme, 

the International Legacy Network, registration, accommodation in Glasgow and the 

wider conference agenda at http://policyscotland.gla.ac.uk/legacy-research-network/.  

Co-conveners: Professor Kenneth Gibb and Honorary Professor Dr Josef Konvitz, University of 

Glasgow 
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