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My name is Martin McKay and I'm the Executive Director of Regeneration for Clyde Gateway. We are 

a partnership between Glasgow City Council, South Lanarkshire Council and Scottish Enterprise and 

we have a purpose that's rooted in people, place and jobs. We're currently designated as a green 

regeneration and innovation district, and we're working on a range of projects including heat 

networks. We're currently installing a high temperature heat network alongside our partners 

Scottish Water Horizons within Dalmarnock but we're particularly delighted to be the host location 

for British Geological Survey and their work into geothermal. I'd like to make three points around 

that. The first one is that the investment into geothermal and into wider heat networks needs to be 

done over longer term. That long-term investment is required if we have to scale up and deliver 

these networks in the way that we that we need to do. Utilities in this country traditionally enjoyed 

long-term public ownership before privatisation, and it's that type of long-term view that needs to 

also be reflected into geothermal and other heat networks. The second point, particularly for 

geothermal, is around the regulatory framework. If we are to be able to develop these networks, 

and do so in partnership, then the regulatory framework needs to be clear and concise. They need to 

recognise the risks that are involved in these types of projects, so that's a piece of work that we 

would like to see developed through the work that BGS and others are doing. And the third aspect is 

around skills. We can currently transition a number of skills across to geothermal and to heat 

networks but again, similar to my first point, we need to take a longer term view of skills. We need 

to look at the range that are required; we need to put in place the framework for those skills quickly 

and effectively. The skills and jobs in particular can also play a role in the communities that host 

these types of projects and so, for an area like Clyde Gateway, through our work we want to deliver 

quality jobs for local people and that brings us back to our purpose of people, place and jobs. Thank 

you. 
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